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amendment, not temporary suspension, to be the cure. No
intelligent person could admit for a moment that the mere legaliza-
tion of illegality could cure anything; no intelligent person had
but admitted that amendment was necessary, but only a tiny
minority of intelligent persons saw any argument in favour of
sheer retrogression to pre-war systems simply because no really
intelligent person, knowing that history never repeats itself, ever
believes that retrogression is possible. But the intelligent also saw
that the dice were for the moment loaded in Papen's favour;
firstly, because apparently nearly one-half of the nation were
resolved on the destruction of the constitution and on the erection
of a dictatorship in one form or another on the wreck of the
democratic system; and secondly, that the other half had not the
slightest idea how amendment was to be made. In the circum-
stances it is not so surprising that quite a number of intelligent
persons joined the Papen minority or were sympathetic to it;
Bismarckism was better than dictatorship; it was also better than
utter negation.
Papen looked for his majority, the majority that was necessary
if the constitution were to be constitutionally abolished, to the
National Socialists. Despite the vigour of the controversy that soon
was raging bitterly, he did not despair of them. But for the
moment both loss of temper and natural cunning told him that
there was no advantage in compromising. The door for Hitler's
submission would remain open; Papen was under no illusions
about the leader who never compromised. But at the same time
persuasion would for the moment be laid aside for the bludgeon.
His tactics were simply to strike blow after blow at the party
until Hitler came to his senses and saw salvation in supporting
presidialism. He was confident that the party would lose heavily
at the elections; the signs of discouragement and disillusion were
all too evident. He shrewdly aided the process by bringing his
influence to bear on his industrialist friends; the subsidies to
Hitler began to cease. In what was a duel between two personalities
Papen had powerful weapons which might be decisive weapons.
The election campaign had no other interest than the duel between
Hitler and Papen, a duel that concerned less than one-half of the

